
 

 

 

 About Our History 
 

The region’s oldest troop first met in March 

1911 – only one year after the formation of 

the Boy Scouts of America.  

 

The troop has had only one sponsor, the 

Wall Street United Methodist Church, in its 

entire tenure. 

 

Troop One has served hundreds of youth 

during the past century and has produced 

almost fifty Eagle Scouts, five Silver Beaver 

recipients and has received national 

recognition. 

 

 

QUICK HISTORY FACTS 

The Regionôs First Scout Troop 
 
Å First troop meeting in March 1911. 
Å Has continuously met since 1911. 
Å One single sponsor.  
Å The troop members met founder 
Baden-Powell in 1912. 
Å Troop 1 has been the mother troop 
for many area troops. 
Å Troop helped to form the first 
council in 1927. 
Å The troop was very instrumental in 
the purchase and founding of the 
Tunnel Mill camp. 

 

 

 
WE MEET AT 

WALL STREET  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

AT THE CORNER OF WALL 
AND CHESTNUT STREETS 

DOWNTOWN JEFFERSONVILLE 
 

Phone | 812.282.9868 
E-mail | info@bsatroop1.us 

 

www.bsatroop1.us 
 

 

LEADERSHIP TO SCOUTING 

 
A Mother Troop 
 
Troop 1 has been very instrumental 

in the spread of Scouting in this area. 

In the early years of Scouting, Troop 
1 members would travel to 

neighboring communities to present 

Scouting. Many local troops were 
formed as a result.  

 

The troop helped to form the George 

Rogers Clark Area Council in 1927. 
A year later the troop would help in 

the acquisition and the construction 

of the Tunnel Mill camp near 
Charlestown. Homer M. Frank would 

serve as council commissioner for a 

number of years. 
 

 

To find out more about the history of 

Troop 1 and Scouting in the region, 

we recommend the book Tunnel Mill 
written by our own Gary Purlee.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE BROCHURE. 
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A FAMOUS SCOUT 

 
Over the years, the troop has had 

many members who made a 
tremendous difference in their 
communities. Perhaps the best known 

has been Senator Daniel Patrick 
Monihyan who was a member of the 
troop in the lat e 1930ôs. He would be 

considered as one of the best minds to 
ever sit in the US Senate and would 
serve as ambassador to the UN. 

 

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS 

www.bsatroop1.us 

. 
In January 1911, Homer M. Frank attended 

a meeting to find out more about the new 

program called Boy Scouting that was 

sweeping the nation.  In early March of that 

year, Troop 1 held its first meeting with a 

room full of excited Scouts at the Wall 

Street Methodist Church in downtown 

Jeffersonville. A draft of the first official 

handbook would arrive in June.  

 

 MEETING A LEGEND  

 

In 1912, members of Troop 1 had the 

exciting opportunity to meet the legendary 

founder of Boy Scouting, Baden-Powell. 

They attended a gathering of Scouts from 

throughout the Midwest as Baden-Powell 

visited the Louisville Armory. This was as 

part of his nationwide tour that year. It was 

an exciting gathering and newspapers 

reported that Troop 1 made ña great noiseò 

with their drum. The lack of training and 

support during the early years were difficult 

for Boy Scouting. Troop 1 was one of only 

four troops in the Louisville area to survive 

until 1915.  Boy Scouting seemed to teeter 

on the brink until two events would occur. 

. 

 

 

 

A CYCLONE AND A WAR 
 

On March 23, 1917, a devastating tornado 

would destroy the northern third of New 

Albany. The Boy scouts were the largest 

uniformed body able to respond 

immediately to tend to the hundreds of 

injured and thousands left homeless. The 

newspaper would call them ñThe Heroes of 

the Day.ò The image of Scouting in the area 

would forever be changed.  

 

This positive image would only increase as 

the Scouts stepped into action with the 

Liberty Loan campaigns and Victory 

Gardens during World War 1. Scouting was 

on its way. 
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THE PROGRAM CONTINUES TO 
SERVE YOUTH OF THE AREA 

 
 The troop would continue to grow and 

thrive. It would provide service during the 

1937 flood and once again was active in a 

war effort as World War II broke out. Troop 

One would be joined by Pack One for 

younger boys in 1932. The program at the 

Wall Street church would grow to include 

Ship 1 and Post 1. 
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